25 TIPS FOR GARDENERS

Information taken from Jerry Baker, America's Master Gardener

When planting perennials, remember that they need plenty of room to roam. Give them lots of space. You could add a few seeds in between the plants until they begin to fill in the area.

Not sure where to plant your roses? Roses need at least 6 hours of sun each day, so pick a planting site with an easternly exposure. The site should be slightly sloped for maximum water drainage, and it should be away from other trees and shrubs so that the roses won't have to compete for moisture and nutrients.

Plant new trees and shrubs as soon as soil dries enough to be worked. Plant bare-root plants before they leaf out. When cutting thorny rose stems, save your fingers by using an old clothespin to hold onto the stems.

Here's a neat idea for a beautiful yet functional tree protector - flowers. Flowers planted around trees help protect them from lawn mower injury. When you water the flowers, water deeply to help keep the trees healthy during dry periods. Choose shade-loving annuals such as impatiens, begonias, and coleus.

Out-of-shape wire hangers make great garden stakes! Straighten the bends, but leave the hook intact to link onto sturdy plants.

If you're not sure you want all of the muss and fuss of flower growing this year, then choose low-maintenance plants. To avoid deadheading or pinching off faded flowers, choose plants with flowers that fall cleanly from the plant: begonias, impatiens, coleus, alyssum, ageratum, lobelia, vinca and salvia.

Want fuller flowers later this summer? Then remember, when planting annuals, sprinkle some seeds of the same type of flower in among the annuals. That way, the new plants will bloom after the older ones have faded, and you'll have flowers in bloom all season long.

Save your geraniums! If you live in the northern parts of the country, plant your geraniums, pots and all, in the ground with the top two inches below ground level. They will be healthier, have more flowers, and will be easier to bring inside in the fall.

Never transplant a seedling until it has at least 4 leaves. The second set--"True Leaves"--are needed to help withstand transplant shock. It is best to transplant on a cloudy or overcast day.

Place one or two cloves of garlic in among your rose bushes. They will not be bothered by aphids or other insects.

Use an old badminton or tennis net as a quick fix trellis. Simply string small sections of the net between two poles, and voila'--you have a sturdy trellis!

Remove the flowers from lilies as soon as they begin to fade. This not only makes the plant more attractive, but also prevents seed formation,and allows the plant to concentrate its energy on renewing its bulb. You should cut off the flowers, but leave on as much foliage as possible because the leaves are important for efficient photosynthesis. Wait until the leaves has yellowed to cut the stems.

Save the string sacks that you buy onions and potatoes in. Use them to dry and store flower bulbs, corms, gourds and your homegrown onions.

Before filling with dirt, the insides of window boxes should be whitewashed to discourage insects and prevent the boxes from rotting.

For perfect cukes this year, grow them on a fence or tellis--gravity will straighten them out and picking is easier too!

An old step ladder makes a great herb garden. Simply lay the ladder down on a flat area, fill each rung area with soil, and plant a different herb in each section.

Here's a neat harvesting trick--to remove the silk from your corn, rub a damp paper towel along the ear. The silk will cling to the paper, not the corn.

If you want to grow whopper tomatoes, pinch off all of the suckers that develop between the brances. This will make the plant stronger and the fruit bigger.

Don't throw away your leaky old buckets because they make an excellent slow waterer for trees and shrubs. Fill a bucket, set it near a plant, and then walk away. The water will slowly leak out of the bucket and into the soil, where it will help the plants instead of running off the top.

For a temporary garden tool rack, nail a large fruit drink can (with both ends cut out) to a garden fence. Then slip your tools into the can so you'll always know where to find them.

For mulching purposes, oak leaves are the best. They will deter slugs and grubs becaause of their bitterness, and they won't pack down like some of the softer wood (maple) leaves.

Enticing hummingbirds to your yard is easy--simply hang long strands of orange or red polyester yarn on trees and shrubs near your hummingbird feeder. For a more permanent attraction, plant trees and shrubs with red or orange berries and flowers.

To clean your hands when they're grimy with garden soil, sprinkle some salt on the soap lather as you wash them.

Don't throw those plastic foam meat trays out--they make great kneeling pads while working in the garden.

For better and better beds each year, add all of the organic material you can find to them. This includes grass clippings, leaves, emulsified table scraps, peat, sawdust, hair, shredded newsprint, bone meal and ashes. In the spring of each year, also add one pound of Epsom salts per 100 square feet of berry patch.

